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© In the Diſcourſe of this ſubject; I-ſhall firſt aſfert-ſome particulars, which F- 
think are agreed by common Coaſent, and from thence take occaſion to pro- 
ceed to what is more doubtful. 

I. That our poor; in England have always been in a moſt ſad and wretched condition, 
ſome Famiſhed for want of Bread, others ſtarved with Cold and Nakedneſs, 
and many whole Families in all the out-Parts of Cities and great Towns, 
commonly remain in a languiſhing, naſty and uſeleſs Condition, Uncomforta- 
ble to themſelves, and Unprofitable to the Kingdom, this is confeſſed and la- 
mented by all Men. | | | 

2. That tac &bilarecn of car Pacrkred up itrB_ggeyand Lazar, do by that 
means become not only of «healthy Bodies, and more than ordinary ſubjett to 
many loathſome Diſeaſes, whereof very many die in their tender Age, and if 
any of them do arrive to years and ſtrength, they are, by their idle habits 
contracted in their Youth, rendred for ever after indiſpoſed to Labour, and *' 
ſerve only to ſtock the Kingdom with Thieves and Beggers. | 

3. That if all our impotent Poor were provided for, and thoſe of both Sexes and all 
Apes that can do work of any kind, employed, it would redound ſome Hundreds of 
Thouſands of Ponnds per annum ro the publick advantage. h 

4+. That t is our Duty to God and Nature, ſo to Provide for, and Employ the 
Poor. : 

5. That by ſo doing one of the great ſins ( for which this Land oughtÞo monre ) 
would be removed. x 

6. That our fore-Fathers had pious Intentions towards this Work, as appears by thi 
many Statutes made by them to this purpoſe. 

7. That there are places in the World, wherein the Poor are [0 provided for, ant 
employed, as in Holland, Hambrough, New-England and others, and as I am 
informed now in the City of Paris. | 

Thus far we all agree: The firſt Queſtion then that naturally occurs is, 

Queſtion, How comes it to paſs that in England we do not, nor ever did comforta- 
bly maintain and employ our Poor ? | 

The common Anſwers to this Queſtion are, two. : 

t. That our Laws to this purpoſe are as good as any in the World, bug we fail in the 


ation. | 
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2. That formerly in the days of our pious Anceſtors the work was done, but now Cha- 
rity is decreaſed, and that is the reaſon we ſee the Poor ſo negleQted as now 
. thgy are. - | : | 4:2 Sek | 
A bgy both which Auſmers ( I humbly conceive) the Efﬀect is miſtaken for the 
\Cauſe: For though it cannot be denied, but there hath been, and is a great 
failure in the Bxecution of thoſe Sratures which relate to the poor, yet I ſay, 
the canſe of that failure, hath been occafioned by defett of 5 v4 aws them- 
ſelves. : 
For otherwiſe, what is the reaſon that in our late times of Confuſion and 
Alteration, wherein almoſt eyery party in the Nation, at one time or other, 
_ toak their turn at tbe Helm; and all had that Compals (thoſe Laws ) to Stear 
by, and yet none of them could, or ever did, conduct the Poor into a Har= 
bour of ſecurity to them, and profit to the Kingdom, i. e. none ſufficiently 
maintained the impotent, and employed the Indigent amongſt us : and if this was ne- 
ver done in any Age, nor by any ſort of Men whatſoever in this Kingdom, 
who had the uſe of thoſe Laws now in force, it ſeems to me a very ſtrong Ar- 
gument that it never could, nor ever will be done by thoſe Laws; and that 
conſequently the defect lies in the Laws themſelves, not in the Men, 5. e. thoſe 
that ſhould put them in Execution. | 
As to the ſecond Anſwer to the aforeſaid Queſtion, wherein warz of Charity 
is aſſigned for another cauſe why the poor are now fo much neglefted, l think 
itis a ſcandalous, ungronnded Accuſation of our Contemporaries ( except in rela- 
tion to building of Chxrches, which I confeſs this generation is not ſo propenſe 
to as former have been.) for moſt that I converſe with, are not ſo much trou- 
| bled to part. with their Money, as' how to place it, that it may do good, and 
nothurt to the Kingdom : For, if they give to the 'Beggers in the Streets, or as 
their Doors, they fear they may do burt by encouraging that lazy unprofitable kind 
of Life; and. if they give more than their proportions in their reſpettive Pariſhes, that 
* C they ſay ) 7s bur giving ro the Rich, for the Poor are not ſet on Work there- 
by,oor have the more given them ; but only their rich Neighbours pay the leſs. 
And for what was given in Churches to the viſited Poor, and to ſuch as were 
#mpoveriſhed by the Fire ;, we have heard of ſo many and great Abuſes of that 
kind of Charity, that moſt men are under ſad diſcouragements in relation there- 
unto. ; 
I Write not this to divert any Man from Works of Charity of any kind : 
He that gives to any in want does well,. but he that gives to Employ and Educate 
the Poor, ſo as to render them uſefull to the Kingdom, in my judgement does better, 
; And here by the way, not to leave Men at a loſs how to diſpoſe of what 
Sod ſhall incline their Hearts to give for the benefit of the Poor, . I think it not 
impertinent to propoſe the Hoſpirals of this City, and poor labouring people that 
have many Children, and make a hard ſhift to ſuſtain them by their induſtry, 
whereof there are multitudes in the out Parts of this Cry, as the beft objeits of 
Chgrity as preſent. | 
But to return to my purpoſe, viz. to. prove that. the want of Charity like- 
wiſe that is now, and always hath been, in relation #0 the poor, proceeds from 4 
defeft in our Laws. ASX 3ny Charitable minded Man as he goes along tlie 


Streets .of Longer, viewing: the Paor,. viz. Boys, Girls, Men and Women of all 


Apes, and many in good Health, &c. why he and others do not take care op 
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the ſetting theſe poor Creatures to Work ? Will he not readily anſwer, that 
he wiſheth heartily it conld be done, though it coſt him a great part of: his 
Eftate, but he is but one Man, and can do nothing towards, it, giving them 
Honey as hath been ſaid, being but to bring them into a liking and continuance in that 


way. 

The ſecond Queſtion then is, | og 

Queſtion 2. Wherein lies the defeFt of our preſent Laws relating to the poor ? 

I anſwer, that there may be many, but I ſhall here take notice of one only, 
which I think to be Fundamental, and which untill altered, the poor in England 
can never be well provided for, or Employed ; and that when the ſaid Fag- 
damental Error is well amended, ir is almoſt impoſſible they ſhould lack either 
Work or Maintenance. 

The ſaid radical Error I eſteem to be the leaving it 10 the care of every Pariſh to 
maintain their own poor only , upon which follows the ſhifting off, ſending or 
whipping back the poor Wanderers to the place of their Birth, or laſt abode : 
the practice whereof I have' ſeen many years in London, to ſignifie as much as 
ever tt will, which is juſt nothing of good to the Kingdom in general, or the 
Poor thereof, though it be ſometimes by accident to ſome of them a Puniſh- 
ment without effe& ; Iſay without effet, becauſe it reforms not the Par- 
ty, nor diſpoſeth the Minds of others ro Obedience, which are the true ends 
of all Puniſhment. 

As for inſtance, a poor #dle Perſon, that will not Work, or that no Body 
will Employ in the Country, comes #p to London ro ſer up the Trade of Begging, 
ſuch a Perſon probably may Beg up and down the Streets ſeven years, It. 
may be ſeven and twenty, before any body asketh why ſhe doth ſo, and if 
at length ſhe hath the ill hap in ſomePariſh to meet with a more vigilant 
Beadle than one of twenty of them are, all he does is but to lead her the length 
of five or ſix Houſes into another Pariſh, and then concludes, as his Maſters 
the - Pariſhioners do, that he hath done the part of a moſt diligent Officer : 
but ſuppoſe he ſhould yet go further to the end of his Line, which is the 
end of the Law; and the perfect Execution of his Office ; that is, ſuppoſe 
he ſhould carry this poor Wretch to a Juſtice of the Peace, and he ſhould 
order the Delinquent to be Whipt, and ſent from Pariſh to Pariſh, to the 
place of her Birth or firſt Abode, which not one Fuſtice of twenty (through 
Pity or other cauſe ) will do, even this is a great charge upon the Country, - 
and yet the buſineſs 'of the Nation it ſelf wholly undone : for no ſooner doth 
the Delinquent arrive at the place afſigaed, but for ſhame or idleneſs ſhe pre- 
ſently deſerts it, and wanders directly back, or ſome other way, hoping 
for better Fortune, whilſt the Pariſh to which ſhe is ſent, knowing her a 
Lazy, and perhaps a worſe quality*d Perſon, is as willing to be rid of her 
as ſhe is to be gone from thence. 

If it be here retorted upon me, that by my own Confeſſion, much of this 
miſchief happens by the Non, or ill Execution of the Laws, I ſay better Exe- 
cution than you have ſeen you muſt not expeft.; and there was never a good 
Law made that was not well executed, the fault of the Law cauſing a failure of 
execurion, it being naturat to all Men to uſe the remedy next at hand, and 
reſt ſatisfied with fhifting the evil from their own Doors; which in regard 


. they .can ſo ealily do, by threatning _ thruſting a poor Body out of the 
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verge of their own Pariſh, it is unreaſonable and vain to hope that ever it 
will be otherwiſe. | | 

For the Laws againſt Inmates, and empowering the Pariſhioners to take a 
Security before they ſuffer any poor perſons to Inhabit amongſt them ; it 
may be they were prudent Conſtitutions at the times they were made (and 
before England was a place of Trade ) and may be ſo ſtill in ſome Countries, 
but 7 am ſure in Cities and great Towns of Trade they are altogether improper, and 
contrary to the prattice of other Cities and Trading Towns abroad. The Riches of 
a City, .as of a Nation, conſiſting in the multitude of /rhabitanrs ;, and if ſo, 
you muſt allow 1:mates, or have a City of Cottages. Andifa right courſe be 
taken for the ſuſtentation of the Poor, and ſetting them on Work, you need 
invent no Stratagems to keep them out, but rather to bring them in. For 
the reſort of Poor to 4 City or Nation well —_—— is in effett the Conflux rf Rich- 
es to that City or Nation; and therefore the ſubtile Darch receive and relieve, 
or employ all that come to them, not enquiring what Nation, much leſs what 
Parifh they are of. | 

Queſtion 3. The thicd Queſtion: If the defe&# be in our Laws, bow ſhall we 
find a remedy that may be rational and conſiſtent ?- | 

This I confeſs is a hard and difficult Queſtion, it is one of the 4rdua Regri, 
and may very well deſerve the moſt deliberate conſideration of our wileſt 
Councellors, And if a whole Seflion of Parliament were employed on this ſin- 
gular concern, I think it would be time ſpent as much to the Gjory of God 
and good of this Nation, as in any thing that noble and worthy Parriors of 
their Country can be engaged in :; But ſeeing I have adventured thus far, TI 
Thall humbly proceed to offer Tome general Propoſals that have a tendency 
towards the effecting this great Work, which being ſeriouſly thought of and 
debated by wiſer men, may be capable of ſnch melioration as inay render 
Them in a great meaſure effeftual to the Kingdom in general, although at 
' Preſent, to prevent that common ObjeCtion, that great Mutations are dan- 
"gerous; I ſhall only propoſe them to be experimented in theſe parts of the 
Kingdom, which are the Vitals of our Body Politick, which being once made 
ſound, the cure of the reſt will not be difficult, = 

Propoſition 1. Firſt then'I Propoſe, That the City of London and Weſtminſter, 
Beurrough of Southwark, and all other places within the uſnal Lines of Cemmunica- 
#10, deſcribed in the Weekly Bills of Mortality, -1ay by AF of Parliament be 
aſſociated into one Province, or Line of Communication for relief of the,Pooy. 

2. That there be one Aſſembly of ſen (and ſuch as they ſhall from time to 
"time appoint and deputiſe) entruſted with the care for, and treaſure of all the 
Poor within the ſaid Pale or Line of Communication. 

3. That the ſaid Aſſembly be incorporated by Aft of Parliament, with perpetu- 
al Succeſſion, by the Name of Fathers of the Poor, or ſome other honourable 
and fignificant Title. 

4+. That all Conſtables, Churchwardens, Overſeers, or other Officers in all Pariſh» 
_ es, Within the Taid Line, be ſubordinate and accomptable to the ſaid Fathers of the 
Poor, and their Deputies, for, and in all things relating to the poor. 

5. That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor may have liberty to aſſeſs and receive into 
their common Treaſury, for relief of the Poor, ſo much Money from every Pariſh 
as they yearly paid to that purpoſe .any of the three Tears preceding this — 
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| and t0 compel the payment thereof, but not of more, © \- Vp 
6. That the ſaid Fathers if the Poor, and their Deputies, may have very large 


and ſufficient power in all things relating to the poor, and particularly to have and 
receive the charitable benevolence of all perſons,once every Lords Day,in eve- 
ry Par{hh-Church, and in any other Meeting of Pious Chr:/tians, and at' any 
other time or times which they ſhall think fir. 

7. That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor, and ſuch as they ſhall authorize, may 
have power to purchaſe Lands, ereft and endow Work-houſes, HoSitals, and Hou- 
ſes of Correfton, and to exerciſe all other powers relating to the Poor, that 
any number of F»ſtices of the Peace now may do, in their .Quarter-Seſſions,, 
or otherwiſe. _ 

8. That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor, may have power to ſend ſuch Poor beyond the 
Seas as they ſhall think fit into his Majeſties Plantations, taking Security for their 
comfortable Maintenance during their ſervice,and for their freedom afterwards. 

9. That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor may have Power to erett petty Banks, and 
Lumbaras for the benefit of the Poor, if they ſhall find it convenient, and alſo to re- 
ceive the one half of what is paid at all the Doorsof Play-houſes, and have the 
Patent for Farthings, and to do whatever elſe his Majeſty and the Parliament 
ſhall think fit to recommend 'to them, or leave to their diſcretion. ; 

10. That the Treaſure that ſhall be Collefted for this purpoſe, ſhall be accounted [a= 
cred, and that it be Felony to miſapply, conceal, lend, or convert it to any; 
other uſe or purpoſe whatſoever. | : 

I1. That there be no Oaths, or other Teſts impoſed upen the ſaid Fathers of the 
_Poor, at their admiſſion, to bar-our Nonconformiſts, amongſt whom there will be 
found foraeexcellent Inftraments for this good Work, and ſuch as will con- 
ſtantly attend it: (for if they be kept ont, the People wil} be cold in their 
Charity, and in their hopes of the ſucceſs,) —- 

12. That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor may conſl antly wear ſome honourable Medal, 


ſuch as the King and Parliament ſhall deviſe, beſides the Green Staff which. is - 
now uſed in London ts ſnch like purpoſe, (but upon extraordinary daysonly). 
£0 denote their Authority and Office at all times and in all places, after the man-- 


.ner of the Habits in Spain, or rather as have- all the Familiars of the Inquiſition 
in moſt Romiſh Countries, with admirable effe&, tho' to a wicked purpoſe; 
the conſequence whereof will be, that rhe ſaid Fathers of the Poor, being nv- 


merous, and diſpers'd by their Habitations and Bufinefs, into. moſt;parts: of 


their Province, will readily fee any negle&ts of Officers, and 25 eafiij redreſs 


them ;. the Medal! which they wear about them, being a ſufficient Warrant td 
command-Obedtence-from all Pariſh-Officers wherever they come, altnough - 


their Perſons'be not known there. 


13. That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor may have liberty to admit into their. Society, 


and all Powers and Priviledges equal with them, any perſons that are willing to ſerve 
God, their King. and Country, in this pious and publick W ork, the perſons deſurins t0 be 


ſo admitred, paying at their admiſſion 100 1. or more into the Poors Treaſury. as 
a dergontration of the ſincerity of their Intentions to labour in ad. cultivate 


this;molt-Religious Vineyard. This 1 only offer, becauſe the nuumber-of che - 


{aid Fathers of the Poor hereafter mentioned, may be. thaught rather £00- few- 


than too many. 


14. That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor, beſides the. Authority now exerciſed by Fuſti-" 
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ces of the Peace, may have ſome leſs lianited Powers given them, in relation to the pu+ 

mifhniene of their own, and Pariſh Cfficers, by pecuniary. mulfts for the poors benefit in 

caſe of negleF, and otherwiſe as his Majeſty and the Parliament ſhall think fit. 
I5- That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor may have freedomto ſet the Poor on work 4- 

bout whatſoever Manufatture they think fit, with a Non-obſtante to all PateBts that 

have been or ſhall be granted to any private perſon or perſons for the ſole 


| ManufaCture of any Commodity, the want of which priviledge, I have been 


told, was a prejudice to the Work-houle at Clerkenwell, in their late deſign of 
ſetting their Poor Children about making of Hanging-. 
16. That all Vacancies by reaſon of Death of any of the ſaid Fathers of the Poor, be 
perpetually ſupplied by Eletftion of the Survivors. 
Queſt. 4. The fourth Queſtion is, Who ſhall be the Perſons entrufted with ſo 
great a Work, and ſuch exceſs of power ? : 
" This is a Queſtion likewiſe q& ſome difficulty, and the more in regard of 
our preſent Differences in Re/ip#n, but I ſhall anſwer it as well as [ can. 
In general I ſay, They maft be ſuch as the people muſt have ample ſatisfattion in, 
y elſe the whole deſign will be loft. : For if the zniverſality of the People be nor 
tisfied with the Perſons, they will never part with their Money ; bur if 
they be well ſatisfied therein, rhey will be miraculouſly charitable, 
p Queſt. 5. This begets a fifth Queſtion, Wha ſort of men the People will be mo 
atisfied in ? 
bY I think # one ſo well as ſuch only as a Common Hall of the Livery- 
men of London ſhall make choice of, it being evident by the experience of many 
Apes, that the ſeveral Corporations in London are the beſt Aaminiſtrarors of 
what is left to Chaoitable Uſes, that haveever been in this Kingdom, which is 
manifeſt in the regular, juſt and prudent management of the Hoſpitals of Lon. 
don, and was wiſely obſerved by Dr. Colter, Dean of Se. Pauls, that prudent Ec- 
cleſraſtick, when he left the Government of that School, and other great Reve- 
nues aſligned by him for charitable Uſes, unto the diſpolition of the Aerceys 
Company. | 
Object. But here it may be Objeed, That Country Gentlemen, who have Pow- 
er in places of their Reſidences, and pay ont of their large Eftates conſidera-. 


ble ſ\umms towards the Maintenance of their Poor within the afore-limited Pre. - 


cin&s, may be juſtly offended if they likewiſe have not a ſhare in the diſtri- 
bution of what fhall be raiſed to that purpoſe. 
.  Anſw, | anſwer, the force of this Objeftion may be much taken off, if the 
Clty,þe obliged to chooſe but a certain number out of the Cry, as ſuppoſe ſe- 
venty, for Londor, ten out of $ outhrwark for that Burrough, twenty fer Weſtmin- 
fer, this would beſt ſatisfie the People, and I think dothe work : But ifit be 
thought too much for the Cry ro-have'the choice of any more than their own 
ſeventy, the 7uftices of Peace in their Quarter-Seſſions, may nominate and ap- 
point their own number of Perſons to #flilt for their reſpective Juriſdictions, 
and ſo to ſupply the vacancy in caſe of Death, &c. But all mult be Conjun- 
five, bat-one Body Politick,, or the work will never be done. OF On 
Queſt. 6. The ſixth Queſtion is, What will be the Advantage tothe Kingdom 
in-gener«l, and to the Poor in particular, that will accrue by ſach a Society of men, 
more than is enjoyned by the Laws at preſent ? 


I ar.ſ{wer, Innumerable and unſpeakable are the Benefits of this Kingdom 
| | : that 
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that will ariſe from the Conſultations and Debates of ſach'a wiſe and honeft 
Council, who being men ſo elefted as aforeſaid, will certainly conſcionably 


- ſtudy and labour to diſcharge their Truſt in this ſervice of Goa, their. King, 


and Comntrey. ; 288 

iſt. The Poor, of what quality ſoever, as ſoon 4s rhey are met with, will be imme- 
diaxely relievedor ſet on Work where they are found, without hurrymg them from place 
ta place, and torturing their Bodies to wo purpoſe. | 

2. Charitable-minded-men will kzow certainly where to diſpoſe of their Charity, ſo 
as it may be employed to right purpoſes. E. 

3. Houſe-keepers will be freed from the intollerable incumbrance of Beggars at their 
Door-s. 

4+ The Plantations will be regularly ſupplicd with Seruants, and thoſe that are ſent 
thither well provided for. | | 

5- The ſaid Aſſembly will doubtleſs appaiut ſome of their own Members to viſit and 
relieve ſuch as are ſick, as often as there ſhall be occation, together with Poor 
labouring Families both in Ciry agrl Suburbs. - he 

6. Poor Children will be inſtrufted in Learning and Arts, and thereby rendred 
ſerviceable to their Countrey, and many other worthy ACts done-for Pablick 
go00d by the joynt Deliberation of ſo many Prudent and Pious Men, #ffiſted 
with ſuch a Power and Purſe, more than can be foreſeen or expreſled by a Pri- 
vate Perſon. 

Queſt. 7. The ſeventh Queſtion.may be, What ſhalt all the Poor-of theſe Cities 
and Countries, being very numerous, be employed about ? INT 

This Queſtion will be anſwer?d beſt by the ſaid Aſſembly themſelves then 
they have. metand. conſulted togetneF” who cannot be prefumed deficient of 
Invention to fet all the Poor on Work, eſpecially fince they may eaſily have 
admirable Preſidents from the prattice of Holand in this particular, aud 
have already very good ores of their own, in the Orders of their Ho/p:tals 
of Chriſts-Church and Bridewell in London; the Girls may be employed in mendmg 
the cloaths of the Aged, tn Spinning, Carding, andother Linnen Manufaltires, and 
many in Sowing Linnen for the Exthange, or any Houſe-keepers that will put out Lin- 
nen to the Matrons that have the Government of them. | 

The Boys in picking Okam, making Pins, rafping Wood, making Hangings, or any 
other Manufattures of any kind, which whether it turns ts preſent Profit or not, 
is not much material, the great Buiaeſs of the- Nation being firſt but to keep 
the Poor from Begging and Starving, andenuring ſuch as: are able to Labour 
and Diſcipline, that they may be hereafter ufetui Members to the Kinzdom + 
Bat eo conclude, I ſay the wifeft Man, living folitarily, cannot propoſe or ima- 
gine ſach excellent ways and methogs as will be invented by the united WiC. 
dom of ſo grave an Afembly, _ | | 

The fitting of the ſaid Afembly Irhumbly conceiye, ought to be, De die in 
diem ; the Quorum not more than thirteen; whether they ſhall Yearly, Month- 
ly or: Weekly choaſe a Preſident, how they ſhall diſtribute themſelves into the 
feveral quarters of the Communication, what Treaſurers and other Officers to em- 
ploy, and where, and how many, will beſt be determined by chemſelves, and 
that without difficulty, beczule-many that will probably be Members of the 


' faid Afembly, have already had large experience of the Government of the 


| 


Hoſpitals of London , The manner of EleQion'of the ſaid Fathers of the Poor, I 
| IX. humbly 
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humbly ſuppoſe, cannot poſſibly be better contrived than after the ſame way 
which the Eaſt-1ndia-Company chooſe their Committee, which will -preyent the 
Confuſion, Irregularity and Incertitude that may attend the Ele&tion of Voi- 
ces, Or holding up of Hands; eſpecially becauſe the Perſons to be elefted at 
one time will be very many ; the ſaid manner propoſed is, every-ZleFor, v:z, 
every Zzivery-marn to bring to Grnild- Hallat the appointed day for EleQions, a 
Liſt of the whole number of Perſons, ſuch as he thinks fit that are tobe Elected, 
and deliver the ſame-openly unto ſuch Perſons as the Lord Mayor, Aldermn, 
and Gommon-Council- Men ſhall appoint to make the Scrutiny ; which Perſons 
lo entruſted with the ſaid Scrutiny,ſeven, or ten days after, as ſhall be thought. 
fit, at another Common-Hall may declare who are the Perſons Elefted by the 
Majority of Votes. 

If it be here objeQted to the whole purpoſe of this Treatiſe, that this Work 
may as well be done in diſtin Pariſhes, if all Pariſhes were obliged to buiid 
Work-houſes, and employ their Poor therein z as Dorcheſter and ſome others 
have done with good ſucceſs. 

I Anſwer, that ſuch attempts have been made in many Places to my Know- 
ledge, with very good intents and ſtrenuous endeavours, but all that ever [I 
heard of, proved vain and ineffeCual, zs 1 fear will that of Cerkenwel!l, except 
that ſingle inſtance of the Town of Dorcheſtor, which yet ſignifies nothing in 
Relacion to the Kingdom in general, becauſe all other places cannot do the 
like, nor doth the Town of Dorcheſter entertain any but their own Poor only, 
and Whip away all others ; whereas that which I deſign, 1s to propoſe ſuch a 
. Foundation as fkall be large, wiſe, honeſt, and rich enough to maintain and 
employ all Poor that come within the Pale of their Communication, without 
enquiring where they were born, or laſt inhabited : Which I dare affirm with 
Humility, that nothing but a National, or at leaſt ſuch a Provincial Purſe can 
ſo well do,” nor any Perſors in this Kingdom, but ſuch only as ſhall be pickt 
out by popular Election, for the Reaſon before alledged, viz. I hat in my O- 
Dinion, three fo:rths at leaſt of the Srock muſt iſſue from the Charity of the Peo- 
ple; as I' doubt not but it will to a greater. proportion, if they be ſatisfied in 
the 1Manavers thereof ; bat if otherwiſe nor the tortieth, I might ſay not the 
hundredth part. | == 

I propoſe the Majority of the ſaid Fathers of the Poor to be Citizens ( though. 
1 am none my ſelf ) becauſe I think a great fhare of the Money to be employed, 
muſt and will come from them, it ever the Work be wel] done, as alſo, be- 
cauſe their Habitations are neareſt ihe Center of their Buſineſs, and they beſt 
acquainted with all Aﬀairs of this Nature by their experience in the Govern- 
ment of the Hoſpitals. | 

Earneſtly to deſire and endeavour, that the Poor of Eny land ſhould be better 
provided for and employed, is a Work that was much ſtudied by my deceaſed 
Father, and therefore though [I be as ready to confeſs as any ſhall be to charge: 
me with Diſability to propoſe a Model of Laws for this great Afar, yet I 
hope the more ingenious will pardon me for endeavouring to give aim towards 
it, ſince it is ſo much my Duty, which in this particular I ſhall be careful to 

erform ( though I may be too remiſs in others ) as ſhall appear by more viz 
Eble and apparent Demonſtrations, if ever this deſign, or any other { that, 


«> like to effect what is deſired ) ſucceed. 
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